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MEDIA ADVISORY 

For December 08, 2020 

 

Local CAP Cadets Compete in Cyber Security Competition 
 

Cadets from the Civil Air Patrol Orange County Squadron recently tested their ability to defend a 

computer network against cyber-attacks. 

 

The National Youth Cyber Defense Competition is known as CyberPatriot.  It was created by the Air 

Force Association (AFA) to inspire K-12 students toward careers in cybersecurity or other science, 

technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) disciplines critical to our nation's future.  

 

The Orange County cadets earned 212 of a possible 300 points in the competition.  The local cadets 

placed in 3rd out of 9 New York Civil Air Patrol teams.   

 

“Preparing for the competition taught us invaluable skills to protect our homes and squadron from 

cyber-attacks” said Team Captain and Squadron Cadet Commander Cadet 1st Lieutenant Brian Connell.   

 

CyberPatriot’s National Youth Cyber Defense Competition challenges teams of high school and middle 

school students to find and fix cybersecurity vulnerabilities in virtual operating systems. Using a 

proprietary competition system, teams are scored on how secure they make the system. Top teams 

advance through the online round of competition, and the best of the best advance to the in-person 

National Finals Competition. 

 

The national youth cyber defense competition is an online, tournament-structured event in which teams 

of 2-6 students are scored on how well they identify and secure known vulnerabilities on a virtual 

network. Through a partnership with Cisco, they are also tested on a networking curriculum and are 

required to build secure, virtual networks. All rounds of competition, except for the National Finals 

Competition, take place online 

 

Cisco defines Cybersecurity as the practice of protecting systems, networks, and programs from digital 

attacks. These cyberattacks are usually aimed at accessing, changing, or destroying sensitive 

information; extorting money from users; or interrupting normal business processes.  

 

CyberPatriot, the nation's largest and fastest growing youth cyber education program, is AFA's flagship 

STEM program dedicated to strengthening cyber skills among students. The program features the 

National Youth Cyber Defense Competition for high school and middle school students, AFA 

CyberCamps, and an Elementary School Cyber Education Initiative. 
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Additional Information about the CyberPatriot program may be accessed at: 

https://www.uscyberpatriot.org/Documents/Fact%20Sheets/CyberPatriot%20Program%20Brief.pdf 

 

About Civil Air Patrol – Civil Air Patrol is the longtime auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force and as such is a 

valued member of its Total Force. In its auxiliary role, CAP operates a fleet of 560 single-engine aircraft 

and 1,944 small Unmanned Aircraft Systems (sUAS). It performs about 90% of continental U.S. inland 

search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and is credited by the 

AFRCC with saving an average of 82 lives annually. CAP’s 60,000 members also perform homeland 

security, disaster relief and drug interdiction missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. 

Operating as a nonprofit organization, CAP also plays a leading role in STEM/aerospace education, and 

its members serve as mentors to about 25,000 young people participating in CAP’s Cadet Programs. Visit 

www.CAP.News or www.GoCivilAirPatrol.com for more information. 

 

About the Civil Air Patrol Orange County Cadet Squadron – The squadron consists of approximately 52 

members including cadets and seniors (adults).  Members currently meet online each Tuesday evening.  

When COVID-19 precautions are lifted, the squadron will resume its in-person meetings at Stewart Air 

Force Base.  In addition to weekly meetings, members participate in a blend of self-directed learning and 

group training activities.  Cadets learn leadership and aerospace topics to earn promotions.  As cadets 

promote, they may assume leadership roles in the squadron.  Visit www.ny030.org for more 

information. 


